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Tom Bowling
The Sailor's Epitaph

Charles Dibdin (1740-1814)
Arr: Rilla Paterson for SATB
with piano accompaniment or A cappella

July 2023

The song, also known as "The Sailor's Epitaph”,
was written to commemorate the death
of the composer's older brother, Thomas Dibdin,
a captain of a ship in the East India trade,
who died at sea.

The tune for Tom Bowling is the fourth movement
from the Fantasia on British Sea Songs, a medley arranged
by Sir Henry Wood in 1905 to mark the centenary
of the Battle of Trafalgar.

It has for many years been an indispensable
item at the BBC's Last Night of the Proms concert.
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